PRO-X 2011 Trophy Marathon
The second international trophy marathon PRO-X 2011 (Project Russian Offroad 2011) took place on July 23-29, 2011 in Tver region. We would like to thank the Administration of Bologoe town for the support.
21 crew from Russia, Estonia and UK and 18 ATV vehicles participated the competition.

The Trophy Marathon was supported by the following Partners: «Master Pull», «Ramsey», «Terrafirma», «PROLIGHT», «Progress» Insurance Group, «World 4x4 Adventures». «Red Bull» beverage company has also supported the event.
Seven printed and electronic magazines have supported the event as information sponsors: «Off-Road DRIVE», «Polny Privod 4х4», «Club 4x4», «Virus Svobody», «Red Sleds», «4x4 Magazine», «Auto-Trails» as well as five web portals: «Offroadclub.ru», «Forceful.ru», «Sport-express», «Spox.ru», «RoadPlanet.ru».
«Offroadclub.ru» posted the PRO-X 2011 diary on-line every day.

The vehicles were grouped into three categories according to the level of their off-road modifications and the competition technical regulations: Light (standard vehicles, one winch, 838 mm wheels diameter are allowed, maximum body lift – 50 mm), Medium (one or two whinches, 939 mm wheels diameter, maximum body lift - 76 mm) and Hard (unlimited modifications and prototypes).
The participants were offered a broad variety of challenges for every day: free GPS orienteering, special stages with mandatory GPS points, road-book orienteering, circuit races that included miscellaneous types of terrain and night road-book orienteering.
The winners of Special Stages (SS) within their category were awarded with a star sticker every night on briefings.
During the competition the participants had to conquer quite a number of river crossings, mossy bogs, timber tracks and cleared strips, move along the river fairways, climb up and down the sand pits with steep slopes. It was quite challenging to move along the sandy sections of the stage in 35 degrees heat, and deep fords afterwards were a godsend. During one of the sand stages the participants had to use winch anchors, that are dug into the terrain when it’s not possible to hook anything for winching to pull their vehicles out.

There is one special stage that has become a landmark of PRO-X - it’s the “Death Valley" stage. The crews were moving up and down the sandy slopes, wading the river crossings, and the last challenge for them was crossing a deep gill. This gill is so steep that it is impossible to move down the slope using the breaks –crews had to use all their off-road skills and help each other. The vehicle was tied to a tree or another vehicle for security, inching down, and than co-pilots were underlying sand tracks so that the vehicle doesn’t bear against the gill bottom with front bumper. At once the winch ropes were pulled up to get the vehicle out of the gill. At this point the crew's teamwork was really important - the smallest mistake or inaccuracy, and the car with the pilot could roll down. Another obstacle on the way up was the slope steepness: fuel could not reach the fuel pump and vehicles were stalling.

One more PRO-X’s tidbit is a spectacular Dune race. Engines and participants were melting – it was 37-degrees heat in the shade, and much hotter in open places. Red Bull beverage company has provided a customized DJ’s Pinzhauer that accompanied this special stage with catchy music. Right after the finish each crew was given a chilled Red Bull drink. Sergey Ananov, the well-known rock-crawler, was piloting his helicopter with the press – high-quality photography and filming were made by the press team of PRO-X. The organizers dare to compare this special stage with Dakar: same sands, same heat. Along with circuit race the competitors had a technical task: they had to remove one wheel in a pit-stop zone, move it for 10 meters and set it back. Pit-stop zone was a good place for supporters to cool down crews and their vehicles with some water.

All the miseries and obstacles of the marathon were smoothed by the base camp conveniences: shower, massage parlor, meals, cozy dining area and everyday demonstrations of videos from today’s special stages.

The Press Center was functioning for journalists and special vehicles were taking them to the most scenic press points. The PRO-X press service was posting photographs, video and a diary record for each day of the competition.

Petr Podgorodetsky and XO band came to the award ceremony to cheer up all the participants of the trophy marathon. Yury Selifonov, the PRO-X encourager, sang his song “Mavericks” that has become a kind of PRO-X special song.

The first three winner crews in each category were awarded with cups and medals, and also the competition Partners provided valuable and useful off-road prizes for them. The first prize winners got the legendary "Croatia-trophy-2012" free participation certificate. Second and third prize winners were given special invitations to «Klaperjaht 2011» competition – it’ll happen on the last weekend of August in Estonia.

The GAZ 69 crew – Oleg Pridatko, Konstantin Hlebnikov and Anatoly Shushurin were awarded with an additional prize – 20% discount on the purchase of "PROLIGHT" products.

It’s the second time PRO-X Trophy Marathon was held, however it has already attracted a great attention of the off-road community. The marathon has appeared to be a very colorful, original and promising off-road event. It is being positioned as a very tough and intense competition with a high level of organization and top-flight service for participants, spectators and journalists.

Click here for PRO-X diary: http://www.pro-x.pro/diary
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«PRO-X2011» Winners
«Light»: 

1-st place: Alexey Sergeev, Alexey Korotaev – N 101 
Toyota Land Cruiser 70  St. Petersburg / Russia (35:35:22)

2-nd place: Vladislav Borisov, Elena Vorontsova – N 106 
Toyota Land Cruiser    Moscow/ Russia  (43:48:27)

3-rd place: Anton Beknev, Arkady Aronov – N 111
Land Rover Defender   Moscow/ Russia  (49:26:34)
«Medium»: 

1-st place: Ilya Krutelin, Dmitry Salov – N 205
Toyota Land Cruiser 72  Moscow, Sobinka / Russia  (45:32:00)

2-nd place: Alexey Malyshev, Nikolay Petukhov – N 208
UAZ 469  Tver / Russia  (54:17:20)

3-rd place: Sergey Korulev, Roman Tatarenko – N 209 
Land Rover Defender  Moscow/ Russia  (62:13:41)
«Hard»: 

1-st place: Elena Alyamovskaya, Dmitry Alyamovsky – N 307
Daihatsu Rocky  Ramenskoe, Moscow region / Russia  (37:27:49)

2-nd place: Priit Aus, Indrek Tults– N 304
Jeep Wrangler  Tallinn / Estonia  (39:20:24)

3-rd place: Alexey Afanasiev, Ilya Saveliev – N 306
Buggy SRT  Moscow/ Russia  (47:49:43)
ATV:

1-st place: Mikhail Konsovsky, Julia Konsovskaya – N 09-10
Yamaha Grizzly  Moscow/ Russia  (39:49:15)

2-nd place: Alexander Belogubov, Alexander Zabolotsky – N 03-04
Yamaha Gruzzly  Moscow/ Russia  (93:10:07)

3-rd place: Dmitry Muravlyov, Vsevolod Muravlyov – N 15-16
Honda Zelenograd / Russia  (148:40:05)

Winners’ photographs are published on the official website of PRO-X 2011 Trophy Marathon: www.pro-x.pro
